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Resumen: Se describe por primera vez el comportamiento de rehidratacion de Scelarcis perspicillata.

En julio de 2022 se pudo observar un espécimen salvaje lamiendo las gotas de agua del rocio en varias

hojas de una alcaparra Capparis spinosa. Esta fuente de humedad puede ser la tinica disponible du-

rante los meses de verano en los hébitats rocosos poco vegetados que ocupa esta especie en Menorca.

The Moroccan rock lizard Scelarcis perspici-
llata (Duméril & Bibron, 1839) is a small lizard
native to northwest Africa, although there is an
introduced population on the island of Menor-
ca (Mertens, 1929; Mateo, 1997). There, the species
is mainly cited in the western region, in the
surroundings of Ciutadella, although it could
also be present in other areas (Perera, 2015). The
western part of the island is formed by an out-
crop of limestones and conglomerates (Fornés &
Obrador, 2003), sparsely vegetated with bushy for-
mations of funiperus phoenicia, Pistacia lentiscus

and Capparis spinosa.
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Figre 1: Adule pecimen of Scelarcis perspicillata licking dew drops (Ciutadella, Menorca).

In July 2022, in the north of Ciutadella
(40.02°N / 3.82°E), and as part of a local
herpetofauna monitoring project (Segui-
ment de la tortuga d’aigua, Emys orbicu-
laris, Reserva de la Biosfera de Menorca),
we observed an adult specimen of Scelarcis
perspicillata licking dew drops deposited
on the leaf of a Caper bush Capparis spinosa
(Figure 1). This rehydration behaviour was
observed for about two minutes, in which
the lizard was exploring the leaves of the
bush and licking the drops of water where
it detected them.

Figura 1: Ejemplar adulto de Scelarcis perspicillara lamiendo las gotas del rocio (Ciutadella, Menorca).
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In general, rehydration behaviour under
natural conditions is little known in small
lizards, because it is arduous to approach
them without interrupting their activity,
and in this species, it has not been previous-
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Resumen: Las malformaciones en extremidades estdn ampliamente documentadas en anfibios. En este

articulo estudiamos los 32 individuos de Pleurodeles walt! de la coleccién del ‘Museu do Mar

Rei D. Carlos’. Detectamos malformaciones en 26 de los 32 especimenes, de las cuales la mayoria se

adscriben a braquidactilia (65%). Aunque no pudimos determinar las causas de estas malformacio-

nes, estudios como este aumentan nuestro conocimiento de las mismas y su prevalencia.

Limb malformations in amphibians
are well-known, especially among Caudata
(]ohnson et al, 2003; Laurentino et al, 2016).
However, most of the reported cases are of
single observations with malformation pre-
valences in a population, rarely exceeding
2% (Ouellet et al., 1997; Vandenlangenberg ¢t al.,
2003; Mester et al., 2015; Martinez-Silvestre et al.,
2014; Laurentino et al., 2016). The majority of

reported cases show that the number and

proportion of limbs and digits (ectromelia —
absence or unproportioned limbs; ectrodac-
tyly — absence of digits; polymely — excess of
limbs; and polydactyly — excess of digits) are
the most common types of malformations
(Ouellet, 2000; Laurentino ez al., 2016).

Several deformities have been registered in
sharp-ribbed newts (Pleurodeles walt! Michae-
lles, 1830) such as: bifurcated limbs (Martins
d’Alte, 1941), polymely, polydactyly, brachy-



